
Coffee Talk

Our purpose:  To teach & share what we do at SSE 
with your children regarding SEL & Leadership

Audience:  Any parent who is interested in 
building a school-home connection

8-9am in the Sycamore Room (Red Room)
Thursdays throughout the year,

 on the following dates

Aug 29
Sept 26
Nov 21
Jan 30
Feb 27
Apr 30



2019-2020



 

Challenge Yourself with UIL 
 

Sycamore Springs Springs Elementary coaches are preparing for the start of the Fall 
U.I.L. academic season.  The University Interscholastic League (U.I.L.) offers a variety of 

academic contests that provide academic challenges and opportunities to reach greater 
levels of achievement for students beginning in second grade.  

 

 All practice are after school until 4:00pm.  
Practice and competition dates are detailed below: 

 
 

For questions or for more information, visit our website at 
 www.ssesuil.weebly.com  

or contact SSES UIL Coordinators: 
Natalie Lyle, natalie.lyle@dsisdtx.us    Lucy Martinez, lucy.martinez@dsisdtx.us  

Register for all UIL events online:  
www.ssesuil.weebly.com 

 

Registration open August 20 – September 18 
  

U.I.L. Elementary School Events 
***Please note the grade level requirements listed for each event*** 

 
 

Creative Writing (Grade 2): Students are given several captioned pictures from which to choose. 
From these, the students create an original story based on their selections. Students have 30 
minutes to complete their writing. This event encourages writing skills and creativity in an 
academic format. 
 
 

Storytelling (Grades 2-3): Students are read a brief story. They retell that story in their own 
words before a panel of judges. The students will be coached to use facial expressions, vocal 
variety, originality, gestures, articulation, and enthusiasm. This event encourages listening, 
thinking, and creative expression. 

http://www.ssesuil.weebly.com/
mailto:natalie.lyle@dsisdtx.us
mailto:lucy.martinez@dsisdtx.us
http://www.ssesuil.weebly.com/


Music Memory (Grades 2-5): The focus of this contest is an in-depth study of fine pieces of music 
literature taken from a wide spectrum of music genres. Students will listen to 20 musical selections 
and identify the name of the major work, selection, and the name of the composer. This event 
exposes students to great composers, their lives, and their music. 
 
 

Spelling (Grades 3-5): This contest is designed to give students exposure to a wide variety of 
vocabulary words. Students will study a list of pre-selected words and learn to spell proficiently, 
write clearly, and capitalize words properly. Students will write down words read to them at a 
rate of approximately five words per minute. 
 
 

Ready Writing (Grades 3-5):  Ready Writing practice is held on Mondays only. Students are given a 
choice between two prompts which define the audience and provide the purpose for writing. 
Students will be coached in various writing strategies in order to write a paper that is interesting 
and original. A dictionary and thesaurus may be used during the contest. There is no minimum or 
maximum number of words the contestants may write. Students may participate in this event in 
addition to another.  
 
 

Art (Grades 4-5): This contest involves the study of paintings from the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C. and paintings from selected Texas museums. Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of art history while making informed judgments about the artwork. For the 
contest students will be required to identify the artist’s name and title of 15 paintings selected 
randomly from the official list of 40 paintings. There are also questions about art elements and art 
history characteristic of the 40 art selections. 
 
 

Number Sense (Grades 4-5): Students will be coached to make quick mental calculations using 
various mathematical strategies. Concepts covered include, but are not limited to: addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, proportions, and use of mathematic notation. For the contest, 
students will be given a ten minute, fill-in-the-blank test which they must complete without doing 
any calculations on paper or on a calculator. (Math Acceleration students compete in their 
accelerated grade level.) 
 
 

Oral Reading (Grades 4-5): Students read aloud a self-selected published poem before a panel of 
judges. The written text may be used during the contest. The maximum time for the presentation 
is six minutes. This contest provides opportunities for students to analyze text, develop as a 
performer, communicate a message to an audience, and to interpret and perform an artistic 
creation.  
 
 

Maps, Graphs, & Charts (Grade 5): This contest is designed to help students develop skills such as 
using a reference book to locate information, making comparisons, estimating and 
approximating, using a map scale and interpreting grid systems, legends and keys. Students 
take an objective test containing approximately 75 multiple choice, true/false, and fill-in-the-blank 
questions which must be answered in 45 minutes.  Students will be allowed to use an atlas during 
this event. 
 
 

Social Studies (Grade 5): Students are encouraged to expand their knowledge of social studies, 
particularly in the areas of history, government systems, economics, citizenship, and culture. An 
objective test containing approximately 40 questions must be answered in 30 minutes. 
 
 

Chess Puzzles (Grade 2-5): Chess puzzle competition is very different from tournament chess 
play. Contestants in a chess puzzle contest receive a paper-and-pencil test that includes a series 
of chess boards with pieces in particular positions. The contestant must then determine the 
fewest moves to checkmate given that particular board layout. Time is also a factor - contestants 
are scored based on the most puzzles solved in the least amount of time.  



Mathematics Pentathlon is a program of interactive problem solving games for students in grades K-5. 
Math Pentathlon club meets Wednesdays after school starting October 2nd from 3:00-4:00pm and lasts 
all year until the Spring tournaments. Attendance at tournament is mandatory. The club fee is $80 per 
student.  This fee will be used to pay for tournament registration, team T-shirts and club supplies.

How the club benefits students

*Motivates students of varying abilities/learning styles to enjoy math and spend more time learning it

*Teaches the ability to resolve problems that are continually undergoing change

*Integrates 3 types of mathematical reasoning (spatial, computational and logical)

*Stimulates “right brain” thought (creative thinking, spatial visualization and reasoning)

*Utilizes mathematics manipulatives (models to develop conceptual understanding)

*Oral and written communications incorporated into the program

What to expect during the Math Pentathlon season

*Students will learn 5 turn-based strategy board games, of varying degrees of difficulty

*Game play will initially consist of 2v2 teams, emphasizing interactive communication and 
cooperative problem solving

*After mastery of basic rules and strategy, students will play individually against each other, 
encouraging patience, integrity, and constructive competition

* The season will end in a multi district tournament, where each student is matched with different 
students at the same grade level from different schools.  Adult participation is an important part of the 
tournament experience and a reason why volunteering throughout the season is mandatory.

Adult involvement is mandatory. Expect to volunteer for at least 3 meetings in the fall and 7 in the 
spring. More volunteer days may be required if needed by the students or coaches.

REGISTER ONLINE AT: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cJBE2LvvxaU1Mo_NgKzowBFQ8dsZcXI_I8_tpdfUa9M

To learn more about Math Pentathlon see: www.mathpentath.org or contact the Sycamore Springs 
coordinator at ssmathpent@gmail.com.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cJBE2LvvxaU1Mo_NgKzowBFQ8dsZcXI_I8_tpdfUa9M/edit
mailto:ssmathpent@gmail.com
http://www.mathpentath.org/


 

Class Shirt Sale 

 

The shirt store is open!!  The sale will run from 8/21-9/4 only so please order soon! 

SSES Students wear their class color shirt on field trips and for school events 

throughout the year. Each class within each grade level has a different color to easily 

identify classes and teachers.  (Please note- class shirts are not a required purchase) 

Parents are welcome to order class shirts as well! Wearing your child’s matching color 

can be beneficial especially when chaperoning a field trip or volunteering at an event! 

Please see the chart below for teacher colors- no refunds or exchanges will be accepted. 

Class shirts are $10/each and the design/colors are the same as last year so feel free to 

reuse or trade!  (A swap box will be in the front office where you can donate or 
exchange gently used shirts.  Sizes/colors are not guaranteed) 

We also have a Sycamore Springs Spirit Shirt for sale (pictured below)! 

Please visit our website to order!  https://www.ssespta.org/class-shirts  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ssespta.org/class-shirts




LESS CLIPPING!

SSES
welcome back!





Next Meeting:  
Sept 10th, more details to come 
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